
Balboa Terrace Homes Association 
Board of Directors Meeting Monday, October 7, 2013 !!!

The regular meeting was to be held at the Ninth Church of Christ, Scientist but was moved 
across the street to the Commodore Sloat Elementary School auditorium.  Present were:  Roger 
Ritter, Darrell Gourley, David Slifer, Bob DeFea, Alexandra Vuksich, Emily Tam and Sue 
Grazioli.   Absent were:  Brigitte Churnin, Caitlin Traylor, Gerald Bernstein, Geff Scott.  A 
quorum was present and the meeting called to order at 7:40. !
The first guest to speak and take questions was Sargeant Goldsborough from Taraval Station 
representing Captain Curtis Lum.  Topics discussed included the following: !
 -Traffic at Aptos Middle School 
 -Collection of license plates of violating vehicles with the SFPD issuing letters of 
              to drivers warning them of possible violations based on their behavior. 
    -Reinstatement of student Crossing Guards at Commodore and perhaps Aptos 
 -Joint regular meetings of BTHA with the schools’ principals 
 -Report that robberies and car thefts were up in the neighborhood.  Common 
  methods include ringing your doorbell to see if you are home; if not, they will 
  proceed to breaking and entering during working hours.   
 -Reminder that dogs and alarms provide the best defense against burglars 
 -Reminder to never leave anything visible in your car when parked on the street 
 -The emergency number when calling from a cell phone is  553-8090 (not 911) 
 -A new beat Cop would be assigned to West Portal and three new motorcycle 
  officers were being assigned to Taraval Station 
 -BTHA members were encouraged to attend Captain Lum’s monthly community  
   meetings !
Next to speak and answer questions was Mr. Michael Smith from the SF Planning Commission. 
  
 -Balboa Terrace is considered to be a potential Historic District 
 -Larger projects will take longer to go through planning so, if you speak to SF Planning 
  before you begin your project you will save a lot of time and headache 
 -It’s recommend to have a pre-planning meeting with your neighbors 
 -Interior projects are done “over the counter” ; it is when a homeowner goes 
  outside the envelope of the current structure that planning comes into play 
 -Planning will take its guidance from the Residential Guidelines 
 -BTHA should be getting notices of these permits 
 -Enforcement violations take a long time to process (there is 1 enforcement officer 
  for this quadrant of the city)  
 -They appreciate the efforts to retain the historic value of this neighborhood 



 -Density will increase along the commercial corridors of the city including the western 
  neighborhoods !
Supervisor Normal Yee and his chief aide, Olivia Scanlon were next and shared the following: !
 -District 7 was awarded $250K for pedestrian safety projects and $100K in unrestricted 
  funds for projects within the district and encouraged BTHA to submit project proposals 
             for review.  Such projects could include traffic calming proposals and might be faster 
             than applying through the MTA for traffic calming. 
 -The student Crossing Guard programs would be funded from this pool of money. 
 -The Supervisor is working to encourage re-routing the “M” car underground at 
  St. Francis Circle, resurfacing at the new ParkMerced 
 -There is also a plan to add capacity with an extra line in the tunnel !
We heard next from Greg John, the new Principal at Commodore Sloat Elementary School.  He 
stated that this year’s school census was 400 students and that he understands the traffic issues 
with the residents of BTHA and is willing to work with BTHA and the principal of Aptos and 
appropriate city agencies to craft a solution to the problems.  He told us of his plan to “green” the 
asphalt areas of the yard that aren’t actively used for student play areas and would like to make 
the school a better looking place.  He was very interested in finding residents of Balboa Terrace 
who may have gone to Commodore and might have old photographs and artifacts from the 
school.  The school would like to build an archive — interestingly, there is great interest in what 
the original school looked like. !
The guest speaker portion of the meeting was closed; the regular agenda was continued: !
1.  The minutes of the September board meeting were approved as submitted. 
2.  The Financial Report was not given due to the absence of the Treasurer. 
3.  An article on street trees would be appearing in the next issue of “The View” 
4. Crime was addressed by Sargeant Goldsborough 
5. (.2) A letter was sent out to the owner of 300 Santa Ana concerning the issue of visibility at 

the end of the alley where their fence obstructs the intersection.  No reply as yet. 
7.   A letter is being drafted in Chinese addressing the artificial turf at 125 San Rafael.  
      315 Santa Ana is being monitored for continued AirBNB activity.  The owner claims 
      it is no longer listed on the website for short term rental.  Building inspectors have been 
      contacted concerning 561 Darien — the Board will pursue imposition of a fine on the owner 
      for continued violations of the CC&Rs.  275 Santa Ana was reported to have multiple renters. 
8.   Nothing to report from WTPCC 
9.   (4) Proposed changes to the Red Book would clean up language to comply with the current  
     Davis-Stirling Act. !
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 4th at a location TBD. 



!!


